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Chapter 1 by Abigail Cuesta 

"You're going whether you like it or not!" yelled my best friend, Erica. "You know what will 
happen if | go!" | said, putting down my water on the counter. "Then you won't drink! Or dance! 
Or...well-" 

"Anything party related. At a house party; | interupted. "It's too risky, Erica! | can't drink or 
else...yvou know what will happen." | said, walking out of the room. | hated myself the last time | 
drank at a party. | couldn't forgive myself. "But if you don't, my relationship is going to be 
ruined!" She yelled, following me. "How, Erica?!" | yelled, a little too harshly. "Because, the boys 
think that | have no friends, and if | come alone, it's going to comfirm their theory, making me a 
loser to him and the rest of them. | really love him.’ she explained, a lot more quietly. She had 


known him since the beginning of our freshman year. They were great friend for months. She 


had fallen in love with him, until he joined the fraternity. Then, the boys have him horrible advice 


about everything, and he believed them. "Why do you put up with it, Erica? He's gone. He's 
slowly becoming one of them." | said, my voice calming. Erica sat down on the old couch and put 
her face in her hands. "No," she finally said, her face coming out of her hands all tear-stained and 
red. "He's still there inside. | know it. This is the night that I'm going to tell him. When he's by 


himself. That's why you have to go with me. | need you to keep them accupied. Please." She 


looked into my eyes, her eyes swollen from crying. "Who knows what I'll do if | go." | said, my 
voice almost at a whisper. "Please. Just for 2 hours. Once | tell him, we're out." She said. | turned 
away. She really did love him, but what if | interfered with her? What if | ruined it? What if the 
boys make me get drunk? There were so many cons to this, but they all were cancelled out by 


the one pro. Erica. She was my best friend before we could walk. | cared about her and her 
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